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TRANSFORMATION 
OF AN EXISTING 
BROWNFIELD WITH 
ADJACENCIES TO 
RICANY TRAIN 
STATION



The work will be devoted to transforming a site adjacent to Ricany Railway station, 
which currently has the largest reserves of land in town. The site area is situated on an 
axis between two historical parts of Ricany – the town square and the railway station. 
The proposal is to integrate a new urban structure with public spaces and transform 
existing station buildings. The design process will be based on site analysis and 
predefined project strategy.
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Design & Access 
Statement   

To this consideration, to choose my hometown, it made me a fact, the constant 
strengthening of suburbanization and softening of the border of Prague. Getting 
housing for young couples is more difficult at this time. We are dealing with the effect 
of genderification not only in the center of Prague. Young families are forced to look 
for housing outside of Prague due to high housing prices. This is supported by data 
showing an increase of almost 200% of the population in some areas on the outskirts 
of Prague.
Removing housing outside of Prague brings with it an economic burden for the whole 
of Prague. Citizen living outside Prague and daily commuters are fifteen times more 
expensive for Prague than a citizen living in Prague. These costs are mostly spent on 
infrastructure investments.
The trend of daily commuting for work and the school from suburban areas to Prague 
can be seen on the increasing popularity of the use of the train.
This is quite simple, if we compare the average speed of a car in the morning, we find 
that the train is much faster and much more convenient to transport , up to 30% than 
the metro speed. 
In my work, I focus on the idea of sustainable urban development and sustainability 
in general. We do not have to drive every day to find out that there is an increasing 
problem with the higher level of traffic. The analyzes show that the South-East region 
is the most commuting area for work in the entire region of Prague. That is why I chose 
rail as an important backbone transport to Prague.





ANALYSIS
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Suburbanization
Cities and their roles 
near Prague

If we look at the current situation around 
Prague, we will see many emerging 
suburban centers. At present, with more 
affordable job opportunities and more 
affordable transport options, people do 
not bind with their place of residence and 
they are looking for their jobs in places 
with better offer.
In Prague there is more offer for jobs 
in contrast with the places behind the 
border of Prague where it could be find 
quiet places nice to live.
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Prague main railway station

97%

97% - 105%

105% - 150%

150% - 200%

200%

Index of 
population 
change in years 
2001 - 2014
(www.iprpraha.cz)
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Prague main railway station
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Landscape has a significant role in case of 
suburbanization. The South-East is very rich in 
wooded areas. One of the largest woods - Bučiny, 
touching borders of Říčany.
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Train
Sustainable 
transportation for 
outskirts of Prague

If we look at the current situation around 
Prague, we will see many emerging 
suburban centers. At present, with more 
affordable job opportunities and more 
affordable transport options, people do 
not bind with their place of residence and 
they are looking for their jobs in places 
with better offer.
In Prague there is more offer for jobs 
in contrast with the places behind the 
border of Prague where it could be find 
quiet places nice to live.

Říčany Train Station is the fourth busiest 
station in the vicinity of Prague with 
7061 passengers in one day. The Prague 
- Benešov track itself is one of the most 
busiest tracks with 30 885 passengers in 
one day. (Ropid)
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Number of people commuting to Prague on weekdays [pers./km2]
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Prague main railway station
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Prague main railway station

Říčany

Planned high-speed rail

Railway
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Říčany

25 min.
26 min. - 50 min.

7061

29 min.
35 min. - 1,15 h.
5237

Úvaly

20 min.
35 min. - 1,5 h.
1611

Zeleneč

20 min.
24 min. - 35 min.
2765

Roztoky

34 min.
35 min. - 1,1h.

2130

Hostivice

34 min.
35 min. - 55 min.

829

Rudná

24 min.
30 min. - 50 min.

3718

Černošice

driving time by train to Prague main 
railway station

number of passengers using train 
for transport To and From Prague

driving time by car to the center of 
Prague at morning times and out of 
peak hours
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City
City on the border with 
Prague

The town of Říčany is located in the 
Central Bohemian region in the southeast 
background of the capital city of Prague. 
The territory of Říčany and Prague is 
immediately adjacent. We may find it 
difficult to look for cities that are similar 
in size across the Czech Republic, which 
are more exposed than the Říčany. 
Therefore, Říčany is a unique territorial 
unit on a national scale.
Extremely exposed position also means 
that Říčany are connected to the Prague 
agglomeration with all the positives and 
negatives that result from it. Especially 
in recent years, when the suburbanization 
process is developing in the background 
of large cities in the Czech Republic, 
the boundaries of these cities become 
less acute and the cities “spill over”. 
Říčany is a typical example of a city that 
is administratively separate, but it is 
functionally connected with the center of 
Prague so much that it de facto becomes 
part of it, although it retains the role of 
a smaller center within the metropolitan 
area.
It follows from the above that the 
agglomeration is a key metropolitan area 
of   the Czech Republic. Since metropolitan 
areas are today “controlling” regions for 

surrounding “controlled” areas, the Ricany 
affiliation to Prague agglomeration can be 
viewed as a clear advantage.
Exponential position to the development 
axes, which are mostly motorways, four-
lane highway, plays a significantly smaller 
role than exposure to development 
centers. In this respect, however, 
Říčany is very exposed in the immediate 
vicinity of the D1 motorway, which is the 
backbone of the Czech road network
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Praha Kolovraty

Higway to Prague

Higway to Brno
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Praha Kolovraty

Higway to Brno

Světice

proposed train station

Říčany train station

area of intention

Due to high traffic in the city, I propose a new train stop in 
Olivova Street. 
Since there is insufficient interconnection of parts of Olivovna 
with the center of the city, this proposal should reduce 
automobile traffic and also help to shorten the walking 
distance between train stops in the city.
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Říčany is famous for its rich 
landscape for recreation and 
leisure

leisure center Jůreček

Marvánek pond
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leisure center Jůreček

Říčany forest
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Town
Two historical town 
parts in one compact 
city divides by the 
railways track.

The development of city Říčany was build 
on the axis between the historical center 
of Říčany and village Radošovice. The 
development of the city was influenced by 
the construction of a Gothic castle in the 
13th century. In 1871 the development 
of the city influenced the construction 
of a railway track, which divided the 
newly connecting parts of Říčany and 
Radošovice into two halves. Towards the 
end of the 19th century there was another 
axial barrier, namely the road leading to 
Prague. Because of the rich afforestation 
and the very favorable environment in 
the surroundings of Říčany, recreational 
buildings and villas for recreational 
purposes started to be built in the 
beginning of the 20th century. During 
the development of the railway, in the 
relway station area there was created a 
background for technical and industrial 
halls. Nowadays, this brownfield lacks 
the sense of an industrial zone, as the 
railroad is used only for transportation. 
This space become potentially very 
valuable for the city and needs to be 
addressed as a whole.
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1842

1951
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1913

2018
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before 1898
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Historical description of the site 
(Gustav Trnka / Město Říčany v minulosti i přítomnosti)              
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area of intention
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From the platform of the train 
stations, there is a view of the town 
square with dominant of the church 
tower.
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area of intention
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area of intention

Praha  - Uhřiněves Český Brod

Mnichovice
Higway  Praha - Brno
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historical / pedestrian axis

Český Brod

Kostelec  nad Černými Lesy

pedestrian axis

train  station

proposed train stop

bus stop
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area of intention
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historical / pedestrian axis

pedestrian axis

train  station

proposed train stop

bus stop

Olivovna

Places from where people going on train station ( research - 
personal questionnaire from 27.9.2017 ). The longest walking 
distance from Olivovna takes approximately 25 minutes due to 
inadequate pedestrian and trafic connection.
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Site
Mixture of a 
brownfields, old 
industrial buildings and 
family houses.

This area is directly adjacent to the train 
station. This element forms the whole 
area. More than seven thousand people 
pass through the site daily. On site there 
are also important historical axes, which 
connect center with main upper part of 
Říčany. Nowdays axes serve “just” as 
pedestrian connection, which has an 
benefitt. 
The site is form by the wavy landscape. 
From the main street Černokostelecká, 
slope decrease to train station, where was 
build manmade platform for. This fact 
giving oportunities to see on the horizon 
roofs of the old town.
In the lower part, under train station, the 
site served as industrial area in past. 
There standed the biggest steam mill in 
that times and wooden industry was very 
popular in this locality. 
Nowdays, the situation change, couple of 
industrial buildings were refurbished on 
shoping mall and market place, but most 
of them are in bad condition as well as 
adjacent public spaces. 
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Historical alley leading from train station to centre      
(Gustav Trnka / Město Říčany v minulosti i přítomnosti)              
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Steam mill in the lover part of the train station  
(Gustav Trnka / Město Říčany v minulosti i přítomnosti)  
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PETR FRANK / AD 9STUDIO NASADIL - DUBA // WINTER 2017-18 ŘÍČANY
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CONCEPT
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„BROWNFIELD AS THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL CENTER OF 
ŘÍČANY“
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Area of intention

Historical center

URBAN PATTERN TYPES
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URBAN PATTERN TYPES

64%

Former center of the village Radošovice

More than 64% of structure types of housing in Říčany 
are family types houses.
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URBAN TRANSFORMATION

URBAN TRANSFORMATION
42 000m2
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URBAN TRANSFORMATION

42 000m2

RECONSTRUCTION

REVI
TAL

IZA
TIO

N

RECONSTRUCTION REVITALIZATION
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topography and views
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Principles of circulation

Hierarchy of streets

Parking house
Train station

Bus station

Historical centre

Cars

Public transportation 

Shared space

Pedestrian
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Hierarchy of transportation

Function

Main road

Public transportationPedestrian + cars

Residential

Mixed use
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Working model, finding a way how to create new public space on the existing 
platform of the train station and under it.
The final decision was to move with new propose structure and create ritch public 
space on the platform and under it. New design building is much bigger and it is 
function is residential.
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DESIGN
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narrow residential buildings 7m x 12 m, with top 
wiev

Affordable housing

Newly created public space, which communicate 
with upper part with transform building of old 
train station on winery.

kindergarten 

Residential area with playground and garden in 

the middle

Completion of the block of family housing.

Connection of park with alley. In the middle is small 

leisure area with playing element if form of historical 

steam mill.
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Affordable housing

Newly created public space, which communicate 
with upper part with transform building of old 
train station on winery.

Completion of the block of family housing.

Connection of park with alley. In the middle is small 

leisure area with playing element if form of historical 

steam mill.
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Express Billa and small shops on the way to train 
platform

car parking for apartment housing

Caffe

narrow residential buildings 7m x 12 m, with top 
wiev

Building A

Building B

Building C

Building D
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Express Billa and small shops on the way to train 
platform

Building A

Building B
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336,000

338,500

Section A -A´
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340,500
346,000
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Typical unit of building A

Ground floor
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First floor
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Typical unit of building B

Ground floor First floor
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Typical unit of building C

First floor
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Typical unit of building D
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Residential building - garages 
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Residential building - ground floor
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Plan of retails, of new public space.
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