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ARCHIP: A Prague-based architecture university with a unique teaching approach that has even caught the attention of Vogue
Press release: March 12, 2026
In the heart of Europe, in Prague, a university was established fifteen years ago that stands out from the traditional model of architecture education. Since its establishment in 2011, the Architectural Institute in Prague (ARCHIP) has sought to offer an alternative approach to architectural education, in which intensive creative dialogue, practical projects and international perspectives prepare students for the real challenges of the profession. The school is located in the heart of Prague, where it combines global and local perspectives on architecture education.
Accreditation and validation

ARCHIP provides higher education on the basis of state approval from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic, and its study programmes are accredited by the National Accreditation Office. The master's programme has been notified by the European Commission, which confirms its quality and international recognition. The school has full accreditation for both the bachelor's and master's programmes in Architecture and Urbanism, which are taught entirely in English. In 2025, it began the process of applying for validation with the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in London, a prestigious professional institution that conducts international evaluations of architecture programmes. RIBA validation ensures compliance with recognised global standards, promoting the quality of teaching and the international recognition of qualifications. The aim of ARCHIP is to enhance the prestige of its programmes, enable students to have a broader professional outlook, and ensure compatibility with international standards of architectural education.
Unique teaching philosophy
The idea of setting up such an institution was conceived around 2001 by architects Martin Roubík and Regina Loukotová, who is now the school's rector. After gaining experience in teaching and working abroad, Martin Roubík felt that the domestic system was unable to offer students truly intensive, creative and international dialogue between students and teachers. After his death in 2008, Regina Loukotová continued to realise their shared vision, and succeeded: ARCHIP received state approval and began teaching its first students in October 2011. 
Teaching at ARCHIP is conducted entirely in English, making the school attractive to students from around the world from the outset. The curriculum is project-oriented and based on the so-called "vertical atelier", where students work across years in studios led by active professionals and learn to design architecture in the context of real challenges, public space, urbanism and social issues.
International community
ARCHIP is renowned for its strong international community. Students come from over 30 countries, fostering creative exchanges of ideas and experiences in every studio. The school collaborates closely with the city of Prague and its districts, other municipalities, non-profit organisations, developers, and other partners. As a result, students' work often transcends the classroom and becomes a relevant part of broader discussions about urban development. 
Under the leadership of Rector Regina Loukotová and Vice-Rector Klára Doleželová, ARCHIP attracts the attention of the public and the media. A recent edition of the prestigious fashion and culture magazine Vogue featured an article about the school and its guest professor, the world-renowned architect Winy Maas. The article reflected the school's architectural philosophy and vision for the future, as well as the management's response to current challenges in architecture education. 
Winy Maas
The ARCHIP architecture programme benefits from collaborations with leading figures in the field. Notable pedagogues include Winy Maas, a Dutch architect and co-founder of the renowned MVRDV studio. Maas also heads The Why Factory (T?F), a research laboratory that focuses on experimental research into the future of cities. He is an emeritus professor at Delft University of Technology. From September 2024, he will be leading the City Movements – the Mobility Master studio at ARCHIP. This studio explores the relationship between new forms of mobility and urban environments, encouraging students to think experimentally about the future of urbanism and public spaces. Maas's work at ARCHIP builds on his long-standing academic activities in the Czech Republic, which began in 2022 with his appointment as a visiting professor at the Faculty of Architecture at the Czech Technical University in Prague.
Significant pedagogues and their contribution
Teaching at ARCHIP is not just about theory. Students work directly with architects who have extensive experience and international experience. One of the key pedagogues is Jaroslav Wertig, a long-standing ARCHIP lecturer who runs his own studio and combines academic teaching with extensive professional experience at A69 – architekti. His leadership of the studio and emphasis on comprehensive understanding of design helps students develop both conceptual sensitivity and technical precision in their designs.
Zuzana Drahotová, who has been involved in teaching as a design lecturer since 2024, also makes a significant contribution to the team. She is an authorised architect with international experience from Prague, Vaduz and Zurich, and is co-author of the Kunsthalle Prague project. Her professional experience and interdisciplinary approach enrich the ARCHIP study environment and encourage students to engage with the diverse world of architecture.
Zuzana followed in the footsteps of Jan Schindler, who has led the Architecture and Urbanism studio since 2011. Schindler is the co-founder of the Prague-based architectural firm SCHINDLER SEKO, which has completed projects ranging from residential complexes to public buildings, including the Kunsthalle Prague. He inspires students with his experience, encouraging them to develop a deep understanding of urban structures and architectural design. He is currently working as the main curator of the publication Czech Architecture Yearbook 2025.
Teaching, practical work and creativity are enhanced by the contributions of other excellent teachers. Notable figures include Andrea Lhotáková, who works in the photography and visual presentation studios; Filip Blažek, who specialises in graphic expression and project presentation; Milan Salák, who contributes his pedagogical and artistic expertise; Jerry Koza, who leads the ART5 and mmCité workshops; and Jakub Kopecký, who works on urban and design projects. Other notable pedagogues and practising architects include Yveta Vašourková, Dalibor Dzurilla and Jan Holna. These experts bridge the gap between academic learning and practical experience, providing students with access to inspiring projects and current industry practices.


Student projects and exhibitions
One of the key features of ARCHIP is that students don't just work with theory. Their projects are often exhibited publicly and address real-life urban issues.

Practical workshops and project-based learning

These workshops, which combine theory with specific locations, assignments and real-life topics, are held every semester. The last four workshops were:
· Bageterie Boulevard: designing the interiors of several BB restaurants.
· Africa – Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso: cinema reconstruction with designs that respond to cultural and urban conditions. This project was completed in collaboration with Jakub Cigler from Unlimited.
· Medicon – Poliklinika Budějovická: creating spatial and functional solutions for a healthcare facility.
· Pardubice – riverbank improvements: public space designs with an ecological dimension. In March 2026, students from all years will spend a week in Pardubice, after which they will work on their projects.

Portfolio of Graduation Projects

The school's official website offers a comprehensive portfolio of final projects by master's students, showcasing the diversity and depth of their creative work. Examples of projects include:
· Industrial Regeneration in the Town of Broumov (These industrial structures are located in a city in the Czech Republic)
· Prague’s Mediatech HQ (design of a modern centre for media technologies)
· City of Contradictions (an urbanist project responding to the complexity of growing cities)
· Pop Up Potentials Kojetín (reacting to the conditions of smaller Czech cities)

These projects demonstrate how students can combine conceptual thinking with practical architectural solutions and transform them into feasible projects.

Yearbooks and Documentation of the Academic Year

The Institute publishes an annual yearbook, which is usually released in autumn and summarises the previous academic year. It documents diploma theses, a selection of the best student projects, essays and reports from studios, as well as comments from teachers. The yearbook serves as an archive of pedagogical results and representative material of the school. Yearbooks provide an overview of students' creative lives, showcasing the quality and diversity of teaching and presenting academic and project work to social partners and the public.
Current semester themes
In the new spring semester of 2026, students will tackle several ambitious themes: one of the main project briefs is called DNA Cube: Urban Genetic Engineering, which explores the intersection of mobility, genetic metaphors, and urban structures — a challenge that merges technology and urbanism in a discussion about the future of cities. 
Another project, Rethinking Logistics, has received support from the independent Danish Ramboll Foundation and focuses on the complex issue of logistics systems — from storage and transportation to their integration into urban projects.
Summer School
In addition to standard teaching, the school organises an intensive summer school. For example, the 2025 Summer School focused on designing membrane pavilions in the historical context of Prague, where participants created 1:1 models and explored the potential application of innovative materials in public spaces. 
Social media
The official Instagram account @architectural_institute regularly captures the semester's progress — from presenting new themes and projects to students' daily work in the studio — showcasing the creative process and the dynamic of the school community. The Facebook page then focuses on presenting final projects and exhibitions, such as the ARCHIP Open Day. On this day, students showcase their work to the public and experts.
Programmes, exchanges and global connections
ARCHIP offers a three-year Bachelor programme and a two-year Master programme, both with a focus on project-based learning, theory and practical application. On the Master's programme, students not only design architectural projects, but also learn to communicate with investors, consultants and other partners — a key skill for the real world. The programme is also open to guest students from partner schools, who can spend one or more semesters in Prague studying alongside an international group of students. Thanks to the Erasmus+ programme, students and teachers can gain experience abroad, develop their skills and strengthen their professional networks across Europe. 
The school's international partners are located in India, Europe and the USA.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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