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ARCHIP students to help design the future of the Labe and Chrudimka riverbanks in Pardubice
Press release: March 16, 2026
How Can a River Naturally Expand Active Urban Public Space? Foreign and Czech students of ARCHIP will explore this question during a field workshop in Pardubice. Students from various parts of the world bring fresh perspectives on urbanism and public space. They will prepare proposals for making the riverbanks more attractive, ecologically sustainable, and easily accessible. The project is carried out in collaboration with the city and combines academic expertise with the real needs of Pardubice.
Field Laboratory
On Tuesday, March 17, 2026, the entire ARCHIP school will move to Pardubice, where students from all years will work directly on selected sites along both the Labe and Chrudimka rivers. The workshop will begin with presentations by representatives of the city’s Chief Architect Department, together with local political officials. A total of 12 teams, each consisting of seven students, will be formed. The school’s international environment brings new perspectives and innovative urban approaches, expanding possibilities for thinking about public space and landscape design along the riverbanks. The results will be presented on March 24 at ARCHIP’s Prague campus.
Context and Challenges
The Labe and Chrudimka rivers are closely connected with Pardubice, historically linking residents with the surrounding landscape. Today, while the riverbanks are among the city’s most valuable public spaces—used for walking, cycling, water sports, and experiencing nature—their full potential is far from realized. Students will explore how to protect the banks while keeping them accessible to the public, how to encourage active mobility and everyday use, and how to create an attractive and culturally valuable place for all residents.
Collaboration with the City
The project is carried out in close cooperation with the City of Pardubice and its Urban Development Department. The professional advisor is architect Pavla Sommerschuh, who specialises in public space concepts and urban development. The workshop allows the city to gain fresh insights and an international perspective, while providing students with real-world experience in practice and presenting their proposals to a professional committee.
Dialogue Between Academy and City
The outcome of the students’ work will include presentations of proposals, potentially supplemented with short conceptual videos illustrating the proposed solutions and their context. Students will personally present their proposals to a professional committee composed of representatives of the City of Pardubice, the Urban Development Department, ARCHIP leadership, and architect Tomáš Jiránek, the future coordinator of the riverbanks project. These proposals may serve as inspiration for further development of the riverbank concept. "The workshop creates a mutually beneficial dialogue. The city gains new insights and an international perspective, while students gain practical experience with administration and presenting to a professional committee," says Rector Regina Loukotová.
ARCHIP Workshop Cycle
The Pardubice workshop is the fourth project in a cycle conducted over the past two years, in which one assignment is developed each semester in collaboration with professional partners. Students have previously worked on interior design proposals for Bageterie Boulevard stores, the reconstruction of a cinema in the busy market area of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in collaboration with Unlimited | Jakub Cigler Architekti, and spatial solutions for the Medicon Polyclinic. The Pardubice project represents a significant step in this cycle, involving direct and systematic collaboration with local government and fostering a broader dialogue between the academic community and public administration.
Academic Oversight of the Project
The project is academically overseen by Rector Regina Loukotová. "Architecture cannot be taught solely at a desk. Students must experience the place, its scale, atmosphere, and limitations. Pardubice is an ideal example of a city where a river can be a natural center of public life. At the same time, students come from different parts of the world and can bring new perspectives to a local topic. This creates a dialogue that can be inspiring for both sides," adds the rector.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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