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We learn from the best: ARCHIP combines education with architecture that is transforming the Czech Republic
Press release: March 24, 2026
How does artificial intelligence influence the design process? This very topic brought together two unique workshops held at ARCHIP University in March 2026. ARCHIP students had a unique opportunity to meet representatives from the Danish firm Henning Larsen, which, among other achievements, won the competition for the new design of Prague’s Main Railway Station. They also met with the Dutch firm MVRDV, which won the competition for the expansion of Terminal 1 at Václav Havel Airport in Prague. 
“We learn from the best. It is essential for our students to be in direct contact with the people who are truly shaping architecture in Europe and the Czech Republic today,” says Regina Loukotová, rector of ARCHIP. “Both workshops are united by a theme that is fundamentally changing the entire industry today: how artificial intelligence influences the design process and how it affects the way architects design, test, and develop their projects,” she adds.
Friday, March 13: Jakob Strømann-Andersen, Henning Larsen
On Friday, March 13, ARCHIP welcomed Jakob Strømann-Andersen, Director of Innovation and Sustainability at Henning Larsen. His lecture introduced students to contemporary approaches to design that combine innovation, sustainability, and new digital tools. Today, generative AI enables architects to test design variations more quickly, work with data, and explore new avenues in the early stages of design.
The lecture’s theme naturally connected with the Czech context as well. Henning Larsen is behind the winning design for the new layout of Prague’s main train station, known as Šťastný Hlavák. Also connected to ARCHIP through Friday’s workshop are educators Lukáš Kurilla and Šimon Prokop, who are involved in the Rethinking Logistics project. This year, the project received a grant from the Ramboll Foundation and is taking the form of a design studio in which students reevaluate the role of logistics warehouses in both urban and rural environments and, based on their impacts, propose new architectural approaches. The project explores themes of logistics, infrastructure, and contemporary design 
Wednesday, March 18: Fredy Fortich, MVRDV
On Wednesday, March 18, the second lecture took place, featuring Fredy Fortich from the MVRDV studio. His work focuses on digital design methods and how new technologies, including AI, can be meaningfully integrated into the architectural process. Here, too, it becomes clear that artificial intelligence is not merely a technological topic but is increasingly becoming a standard part of contemporary design.
This program also has strong ties to current events in the Czech Republic. MVRDV, in collaboration with NACO, won the competition for the expansion of Terminal 1 at Václav Havel Airport Prague with their design, The Czech Lanterns. The winning project now serves as the basis for further design development and future implementation.
Also associated with Wednesday’s workshop are ARCHIP faculty members Šimon Knettig and Elan Fessler, who teach the Architectural Design course at the school.

Two Days, One Common Theme
Both events at ARCHIP share the same theme: how artificial intelligence is influencing the design process. In both cases, the focus is on architects and firms that are working with new tools and have also created the winning designs for major Czech public buildings. Students were thus able to view AI not as an abstract trend, but as part of real-world practice that is already shaping the appearance of cities, infrastructure, and public spaces today.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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