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ARCHIP students presented their designs for the riverbanks in Pardubice. The designs impressed the expert panel
Press release: March 31, 2026
Twelve proposals, twelve teams, and one common goal: to demonstrate how the banks of the Elbe and Chrudimka rivers can better serve the city, its residents, and the natural environment. The proposals submitted by students from ARCHIP University impressed the expert committee with their creativity, comprehensive approach, and emphasis on the practical functionality of the area.
International teams as a source of new perspectives
A total of 12 teams composed of students from all grade levels worked on proposals for the future design of riverbanks. The school’s international environment, which brings together students from more than 30 countries around the world, brought diverse approaches and fresh perspectives on urban planning and public space to the assignment. The presentations demonstrated not only the quality of the designs themselves but also the students’ ability to articulate and defend their ideas persuasively.
From field experience to concrete designs
The projects were grounded in direct on-site experience. The students worked directly in Pardubice, where they analyzed selected locations along the Elbe and Chrudimka rivers. They presented their results on March 24 at ARCHIP University in Prague. The proposals were then presented to an expert committee composed of representatives from the city, academia, and the professional field, which selected five final projects that very same day. From these, three winning proposals emerged.
On behalf of the city of Pardubice, the collaboration was initiated and coordinated by architect Pavla Sommerschuh, who has long been dedicated to concepts of public space and the development of the urban environment. “Collaboration with ARCHIP is an opportunity for us to look at familiar places from a new perspective and enrich existing considerations regarding their future use,” adds Pavla Sommerschuh. 
Architect Tomáš Jiránek, who is developing a concept for the banks of the Elbe and Chrudimka rivers in Pardubice, intends to build on the students’ work: “The students’ proposals demonstrate a wide range of possible approaches and are a great inspiration for further work. I appreciate that, in addition to creativity, they also take into account the practical functioning of the space. I would like to build on this collaboration and further develop some of these principles.”
Rivers as space for both city and nature
The Elbe and Chrudimka rivers are among Pardubice’s most valuable public spaces and have long shaped the city’s identity. The students therefore sought a balance between nature conservation and making this area accessible to the public. The proposals emphasize ecology, landscape design, and respect for the rivers’ natural environment. Some teams also focused on biodiversity and took into account the presence of wildlife in the area, while others focused more on the needs of specific groups of residents, ranging from families with children to students and athletes.
Emphasis on everyday life and connecting the riverbanks
The proposals covered a wide range of functions. They included quiet zones, cafés, small snack bars, and playgrounds, as well as spaces for sports and socializing. There were also concepts inspired by an urban beach, seating steps by the water, or seasonal use of the space. At the same time, the students reflected on Pardubice’s character as a city for cyclists, runners, and everyday mobility, while also taking practical aspects such as accessibility and parking into account. One of the most prominent themes across the proposals was the connection of both riverbanks. Students proposed new bridges, footbridges, and alternative ways to cross the river—ranging from classic to playful solutions.
Winning proposals and jury evaluation
The three highest-rated projects offered distinct approaches to working with the riverfront: the winning proposal stood out for its clearly articulated concept of a cultural waterfront; the second project convinced the jury with a compelling narrative, a clearly structured strategy, and the concept of a bridge as a fully-fledged public space; and the third proposal stood out for its sensitive approach to the natural character of the area and its balance between recreation and landscape conservation.
“The students demonstrated an ability to think about the area in a comprehensive way, within the context of the landscape, the city, and everyday life. The collaboration in teams across different grade levels was also very valuable, yielding diverse and well-thought-out results. At the same time, it became clear that the most compelling proposals were those that managed to combine a strong idea with a clear and understandable concept,” says Zuzana Tittl, an ARCHIP instructor and the course coordinator for Urban Design Studio and Urban Planning.
“The winning proposal stood out for its clear and comprehensible concept, which posed a powerful question: how to redefine the cultural waterfront around the Automatic Mills (GAMPA). It very convincingly divided the waterfront into various segments and activities and proposed an active cultural interface complemented by a new bridge connection,” adds Zuzana Tittl.
“The proposals were exceptionally diverse and inspiring, and I was very pleased with their quality and the way they were presented. In June, we will also present them to the public at an exhibition in Pardubice, where the final projects will be on display. The exhibition will offer an interesting interplay of the students’ international perspectives with the local Czech context,” says architect Pavla Sommerschuh.
Dialogue between the city and the academic community
The workshop confirmed the importance of collaboration between the city and the academic community. The students’ proposals do not represent final solutions, but they open up new possibilities for thinking about the future of the riverbanks and can serve as inspiration for further development of the concept.
“For us as a school, it is very beneficial to see the area through the eyes of a young generation of architects from different parts of the world. Their ideas bring new energy and broaden the possibilities for thinking about public space,” says Regina Loukotová, a native of Pardubice and rector of ARCHIP.


Exhibition of designs for the public
Selected designs will be presented to the public in June in the form of an exhibition in Pardubice. The exhibition will offer visitors the opportunity to explore visions for the future of the riverbanks and demonstrate how international approaches can be integrated with the local context.
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ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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