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ARCHIP students will gain experience working on real-world projects in Litomyšl 
Press release: April 7, 2026
On April 10, 2026, ARCHIP University is organizing a practical study trip to the historic town of Litomyšl, which is itself a living gallery of architecture. The trip will give students direct exposure to real-world architectural projects; the program bridges global and local perspectives and fosters the exchange of innovative ideas among international students.

Litomyšl as an experimental playground for architecture
“Litomyšl serves as a unique laboratory for architecture and urban planning, where students can directly analyze the connection between history and contemporary projects while gaining real-world professional experience,” says ARCHIP Rector Regina Loukotová, adding: “Such fieldwork significantly enriches our project-oriented curriculum and prepares students for global architectural practice.”
Litomyšl is one of the major centers of Czech architecture and urban planning. During the trip, students will explore historical landmarks as well as current projects that represent an inspiring blend of tradition and modern architecture. The three-day trip will allow students to compare their theoretical knowledge with the real urban environment, develop their analytical skills, and translate concepts into practical designs. 
“For ARCHIP students, it is essential to test their ideas about the city against reality—to observe how public spaces function, how people respond to them, and how architectural decisions influence their everyday dynamics. Litomyšl offers an exceptional experience in this regard,” says Radek Kolařík, an ARCHIP instructor and the course director for Architecture and City. 
Global Thinkers in the Field
The ARCHIP program is conducted entirely in English and brings together students from more than 30 countries around the world. This diversity brings new perspectives to fieldwork, enriching discussions and analyses of architecture. Students have the opportunity to compare design and urban planning approaches from different cultural contexts, which significantly enhances the educational value of the practical experience.
Winy Maas: Projects That Bring the City to Life
Litomyšl, a living gallery of architecture in its own right, bears the marks of experimental and innovative design, including projects by Dutch architect Winy Maas, an ARCHIP instructor and co-founder of MVRDV. His completed works include the installation The Door in Zdeněk Kopal Park and the design of a chapel at Litomyšl Hospital, which connect the urban space with the landscape and engage in a dialogue with the public space.

Part of this broader concept is the Destinations project, which creates small architectural structures and viewing points in the surrounding landscape and allows ARCHIP students to perceive architecture as part of the wider urban environment and public space. These interventions demonstrate how architecture influences city life while also providing inspiration for the study of real-world projects.

Daniel Brýdl: A Mayor as a Catalyst for Urban Transformation

Litomyšl Mayor Daniel Brýdl has long supported initiatives that transform the city into an open laboratory for architecture and urban planning. Through mutual collaboration, students have the opportunity to explore how architecture influences residents’ daily lives, test the real-world impact of designs on public spaces, and participate in projects that connect urban culture, design, and community needs. Among the notable figures in Litomyšl is architect Zdeňka Vydrová, who is distinguished by her sensitive approach to public space, her ability to integrate the historic city center with modern interventions, and her long-term contribution to the quality of the urban environment.
From Theory to Reality
The three-day program includes tours of historic and modern buildings, site analyses, and discussions with experts and project participants. Students gain hands-on experience with real-world architectural projects, learn to evaluate spatial and functional solutions, and develop their analytical and observational skills.
The study trip to Litomyšl will be led by Petra Kadlecová, an ARCHIP instructor specializing in Landscape Architecture and Social Ecology, who has long been exploring the relationship between architecture, landscape, and public space. “Field studies allow students to understand architecture and the landscape in their real-world contexts. Litomyšl is particularly inspiring precisely because of how sensitively it integrates the city’s historic fabric with new architectural interventions. Here, students can observe how architecture functions in a real-world setting and how it influences the city’s daily life,” says Petra Kadlecová.
Field Trips as Tradition and Laboratory
Field trips to Czech cities such as Litomyšl, Olomouc, Pardubice, and other locations are an integral part of ARCHIP’s curriculum. They bridge theory and practice, allowing students to regularly test their ideas in a real-world setting and teaching them to view the city not merely as a space for design, but as a living organism that responds to architecture, urbanism, and the needs of the community. This tradition is an integral part of the school’s philosophy, which prepares graduates for the real challenges of global architectural practice.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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