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ARCHIP has received a grant for an innovative project titled RETHINKING.LOGISTICS
Press release: May 18, 2026
ARCHIP has every reason to be proud of the grant it received from the Danish Ramboll Foundation, which owns the global Ramboll Group, one of the world’s leading architecture, engineering, and consulting firms. The RETHINKING.LOGISTICS project bridges international practice with innovative academic research and offers new perspectives on urban planning, urban mobility, and logistics, with a focus on reducing the carbon footprint and addressing traffic congestion and overcrowding in European cities. The results will be presented on June 5, 2026, at an expert roundtable and on May 18, 2026, at an exhibition at the National Technical Library in Prague.

Logistics: The architecture of invisible paths
“Logistics isn’t just about warehousing; it’s the architecture of movement that defines the character of our open landscape and the rhythm of our streets,” says Lukáš Kurilla, head of the Kurilla-Prokop studio at ARCHIP – Architectural Institute in Prague. “The foundation’s support allows us to draw on a broader range of knowledge and offer students an experience that goes beyond standard classroom instruction. It allows us to explore logistics in all its complexity—from massive distribution centers in open landscapes to small micro-hubs in historic city centers. We see this as a crucial step toward architecture moving beyond viewing logistics as a necessary evil and instead actively shaping it as a system that directly influences the quality of life and the sustainability of our environment."
“Logistics warehouses and facilities have a profound impact on how cities function and on the landscape, yet their architecture and effects are often overlooked in professional discourse. Our goal is to bring this topic to the forefront and demonstrate that a high-quality logistics solution—whether it’s a large-capacity terminal or an urban cargo depot—can be functional, sustainable, and spatially refined all at once,” adds Šimon Prokop, head of the Kurilla-Prokop studio, to ARCHIP.
International elite: New perspectives
The project takes the form of a semester-long design studio in which students analyze logistics operations and their impact on the city and the landscape. They work with key indicators such as carbon footprint, energy, mobility, biodiversity, and water management, and subsequently translate these insights into concrete designs and strategies. Emphasis is placed on integrating logistics into the urban fabric, reducing emissions, and enhancing the quality of public space.
Lecture.Fridays: Visionaries and inspiration
From the outset, Rethinking.Logistics has been designed as an international platform where organizations such as Ramboll, Panattoni, ULI – Urban Land Institute, and the architectural firm Henning Larsen collaborate. Students consult their designs with industry experts, gaining direct insight into the workings of contemporary development, planning, and sustainable strategies. To this end, we are hosting a series of lectures throughout the semester featuring project partners and other experts who have kindly joined us.

An integral part of the project is also a series of lectures by distinguished guests from both domestic and international professional circles, whose contributions are highly valued by ARCHIP Rector Regina Loukotová. They provide students with the latest insights and inspiration—speakers include Simon Ingvartsen from Henning Larsen Architects, who presents logistics campuses with an emphasis on sustainable design and landscape integration, Signe Kongebro from Ramboll, who focuses on resilient and socially valuable neighborhoods, and Paul Astle, who specializes in strategies for reducing the carbon footprint. Pavel Sovička from Panattoni adds a development perspective, viewing logistics as a living infrastructure, while Mark Carlich from CBRE and ULI provides a broader European context by analyzing current trends in the logistics market. So far this semester, we have organized more than 16 lectures featuring experts from various fields. Seven more lectures are planned.
Architecture, data and evidence
We view logistics facilities primarily as performative architecture, where aesthetics are inseparable from operational efficiency. That is precisely why we integrate evidence-based design methodology into our curriculum. Students learn to work with standard and certification KPIs, but at the same time they define their own indicators, which allow them to precisely argue for and demonstrate the quality and performance of their designs.
Parametric design and artificial intelligence
Through parametric design and computational tools, they can test and validate a large number of variants in real time, thereby gaining a deeper understanding of the performance of the entire system. The entire process is complemented by the use of generative AI, which helps students effectively visualize concepts and more quickly transform abstract data into concrete architectural visions. This approach shifts the architect's role from that of an intuitive creator to that of a designer of complex systems.
Outputs shaping the debate on the future of logistics facilities
The project will result in concrete outputs aimed at influencing the professional debate on the future of urban logistics. In addition to student proposals, the project is also developing a methodological framework for evaluating logistics facilities and a catalog of design strategies. The project’s results will be presented on June 5, 2026, at an expert roundtable and on May 18, 2026, at an exhibition at the National Technical Library in Prague, where academic researchers, architectural professionals, and the general public will come together.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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