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What might the Stájový dvůr at Prague Castle look like? An exhibition of ARCHIP student term projects
Press release: June 2, 2026

From June 9 to 25, 2026, ARCHIP will present an exhibition of ten semester projects by architecture students focused on the future use of the historic Stájový dvůr in the foyer of the Hall of the High Burgrave at Prague Castle. Visitors will see architectural models and portfolios presenting various approaches to the design of a modern visitor center in one of Europe’s most significant historic complexes.

The creation of the projects: How the new generation of architects thinks

The projects were developed under the guidance of architect and educator Zuzana Drahotová in collaboration with the Prague Castle Administration and reflect contemporary architectural thinking, engagement with the historical context, and the needs of today’s visitors. “Architecture does not arise merely as a response to a brief, but as a way of understanding a place and its story. The Stable Courtyard is an exceptionally powerful site that deserves a sensitive yet contemporary approach,” says Zuzana Drahotová, who leads the Architectural Design studio at ARCHIP, focusing on concept-driven architectural design, working with models and drawings, and exploring the meaning of architecture through space and detail.
Stájový dvůr as a project brief: A historic site in a new context
The assignment for this semester project was to explore options for adapting the complex of buildings at the Stájový dvůr site on U Prašného mostu Street for use as a new visitor center for Prague Castle. “Located on one of the main access routes to the complex, the site offers the potential to create a space that will provide visitors not only with entry and information services, but also facilities, a place to rest, and orientation before or after visiting the Castle. At the same time, it can become a place that, thanks to its program, will also attract local residents,” says Kateřina Špičáková, Prague Castle Development Coordinator.
The Stájový dvůr complex consists of several historic buildings with a rich architectural history—for example, the gardeners’ house, a Renaissance house once connected by a secret imperial passageway, and the former ballroom, which over the centuries has been transformed into a theater, stables, and garages. It is precisely this layering of history and the versatility of its uses that have become key themes in the students’ designs.
“Collaboration with universities is inspiring and important to us for many reasons. Students bring new ideas and fresh perspectives, and they are able to approach the issues we are currently addressing—or will address in the future—in innovative ways. At the same time, this allows them to gain experience in designing within the real-world context of a national cultural monument, with all the challenges and limitations that entails,” adds Kateřina Špičáková.
ARCHIP: An international perspective on Prague’s architecture
ARCHIP is one of the leading architecture schools in Central Europe. It is one of the few institutions to offer comprehensive bachelor’s and master’s programs in English and has long served as a bridge between the Czech architectural community and the international scene. The curriculum is based on studio work, close collaboration between faculty and students, and an emphasis on linking the academic environment with professional practice. Students thus bring diverse cultural perspectives to Prague, which are also reflected in their interpretation of the local historical context.
“The exhibition is thus not merely a collection of architectural designs, but also a reflection of how an international group of students interprets and reinterprets the historical setting of Prague Castle,” says Zuzana Drahotová.
A dialogue between history and the present
The exhibition will open one hour before the start of events in the lecture hall of the Supreme Burgrave’s Office, specifically on June 9, 11, 15, 16, and 25. The exhibition opening will take place on June 9.
“We encourage students to view architecture not merely as a form, but as a cultural dialogue between the past, present, and future. The project for Prague Castle was a unique opportunity to truly develop this approach,” adds Zuzana.
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ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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