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ARCHIP at EDGE Fest: The future of architecture takes shape where we aren't afraid to ask questions
Press release: July 10, 2026

Regina Loukotová and Winy Maas spoke at the international architecture festival in Budapest, which brought together the world’s leading architects, academics, and rising stars in the field.

On June 18–19, 2026, Budapest hosted the second edition of the EDGE Architecture Festival, an international platform dedicated to contemporary architecture, urbanism, and the future of cities. This year, the festival raised questions that resonate across the architectural scene today: How should we design in a world marked by the climate crisis? How will new technologies transform architecture? And what does it actually mean to build in the 21st century?

School as a place where new visions are born
Among the festival’s speakers was Regina Loukotová, rector of ARCHIP. She spoke during the PULP FICTION program block, which focused on the role of architectural education, experimental thinking, and critical reflection in shaping the future of architecture. The organizers presented the program as a space for new perspectives and discussion on how architecture schools can influence the shape of cities and society.
ARCHIP’s participation in the festival naturally builds on the school’s long-term focus. ARCHIP combines architectural education with research, international collaboration, and the search for new approaches to urban development. Both students and faculty explore topics that go beyond the design of buildings themselves, ranging from the transformation of public space and sustainable urbanism to scenarios for the future development of cities and the landscape.
During her presentation, Regina Loukotová introduced ARCHIP and the topics the school has long been engaged with. One of these was the CZ02 initiative: a vision for the future of the Czech Republic, focused on exploring possible scenarios for the further development of the country, its cities, and the environment in which we will live. The topic naturally resonated in the Hungarian context as well, where a similar debate on the future of cities and public space is currently unfolding.
“International gatherings like EDGE Fest are important precisely because they bring together different perspectives on architecture and create a space for sharing experiences. Architecture schools have a unique opportunity to prepare future architects not only for their profession but also for their responsibility toward the environment in which we will live,” says Regina Loukotová, rector of ARCHIP.
From Prague to the international debate
The program also featured a lecture by Winy Maas, co-founder of the MVRDV studio and visiting professor at ARCHIP. His presentation focused on experimental approaches to designing the cities of the future and also drew on projects emerging from the academic environment, including the SkyCity concept, which began to take shape with ARCHIP students and continues today in the international academic community.
One of the projects Winy Maas presented was the SkyCity concept above Prague 6. The project originated at ARCHIP as an academic thesis exploring possible forms of the city of the future and is now being further developed in an international academic context, including at the Melbourne School of Architecture.
Participation in the EDGE Architecture Festival confirms that ARCHIP is part of the international professional discourse on the future of architecture. It is precisely the sharing of experiences, openness to new ideas, and cross-border collaboration that are the values upon which the school builds its educational program and its role in the current architectural debate.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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