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ARCHIP brought the Rethinking.Logistics project to a close with an international debate on the future of cities
Press release: July 27, 2026
On 5 June 2026, ARCHIP, together with Panattoni and other partners, organised the international conference Rethinking.Cities at the Clam-Gallas Palace in Prague, which marked the conclusion of the Rethinking.Logistics research project. The conference presented the findings of ARCHIP’s semester-long research study, which focused on the future of logistics facilities, their relationship with cities and the landscape, and ways to integrate them effectively into their surroundings.
The conference was successfully linked to a professional meeting of the American Chamber of Commerce in the Czech Republic (AmCham), which brought key representatives from industry, public administration and academia to the event, as well as sparking many interesting discussions on the topic of urban development and industrial performance.
Rethinking.Cities and the future of cities
Rethinking.Cities brought together representatives from the business sector, public administration and academia in Prague, focusing on how cities can respond to rapid economic, technological and environmental changes. The conference programme was divided into three thematic sections: Rethinking.Metropolitan Plan, Rethinking.Innovation and Rethinking.Logistics. These explored issues relating to urban planning, innovation and the future of logistics infrastructure.
Rethinking.Metropolitan Plan
The first part of the programme was devoted to Prague’s recently approved Metropolitan Plan and the question of how cities can respond to new challenges associated with the development of infrastructure, the economy and environmental quality. Speakers in the discussion included Søren Brøndum, Senior Director for Project Management and Business Excellence in Buildings at Ramboll; Regina Loukotová, Rector of ARCHIP; and Marek Zděradička from the Institute of Planning and Development of the City of Prague (IPR). The debate focused on the benefits and limitations of current metropolitan planning and on striking a balance between urban development, the city’s economic performance and long-term sustainability.
Rethinking.Innovation
The second part of the programme explored the topic of innovation and its role in contemporary architecture, design and the construction industry. Jakob Strømann-Andersen, Head of R&D at Henning Larsen Architects; Lukáš Kurilla, Head of Computing Design at ARCHIP and founder of CodingARCH and SPECT; and Jakub Nešetřil, Vice-Rector for Entrepreneurship and Technology Transfer at the Czech Technical University in Prague (ČVUT), discussed their experiences. The discussion focused primarily on the role of research and development in design studios, consultancy firms and the wider AEC (Architecture, Engineering and Construction) sector.
Rethinking.Logistics
The final part of the conference was devoted to the Rethinking.Logistics project, which ARCHIP carried out as a semester-long research studio under the supervision of lecturers Šimon Prokop and Lukáš Kurilla, with the support of the Ramboll Foundation.
“The project explores logistics as a fundamental yet often overlooked component of the urban fabric, ranging from large distribution centres to urban micro-hubs,” explains Lukáš Kurilla. During the semester, the students analysed logistics operations and their impacts on the city and the landscape. They worked with data on carbon footprints, energy consumption, mobility and biodiversity, and translated this into architectural designs.
Part 1 of the Rethinking.Logistics: Students’ Works Presentation section showcased the results of the student research project. Ilinca Baciu, Julia Lombard, Johannes Berger, Julia Kopáč, Katrin Rybinskiy, Sara Sulollari and Adam Večeřa presented their work. The students presented a selection of their projects through talks and a video bringing together several designs from throughout the semester. The event also featured an exhibition of students’ work from throughout the semester, which allowed visitors to gain a more detailed insight into individual portfolios via QR codes on the exhibition panels and encouraged further discussion of the project’s results.
The second part of the Rethinking.Logistics: Roundtable with Industry Leaders section featured an expert discussion with representatives from leading companies. Jona Marku from Ramboll, Pavel Sovička, Managing Director of Panattoni for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, and Michal Šmíd from Amazon discussed the future of logistics facilities. The discussion focused on the efficiency of logistics facilities, their significance in today’s urban infrastructure, and the question of how to integrate these buildings effectively into the urban fabric and the landscape.
Pavel Sovička, Managing Director of Panattoni for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, emphasised that logistics is not merely a question of the buildings themselves, but above all of high-quality design, planning and their integration into the wider environment. He also praised the inspiring perspectives of the ARCHIP students, which provided new ideas for further reflection on the future of logistics architecture.
“The theme of today’s conference is being discussed across Europe. By this I mean the development of the logistics centres and warehouses sector. This sector is growing overall, and we need to know how to integrate it properly into the urban environment,” said Søren Brøndum, Director at Ramboll.
Teaching linked to European realities
“The project demonstrated the importance of linking architectural education, research and professional practice. The students had the opportunity to work on a topical issue and discuss their proposals directly with experts from leading companies and institutions in the field,” explains Šimon Prokop.
ARCHIP as a European partner
The entire project has confirmed the importance of a school that actively engages in the European debate on the future of cities alongside key institutions, firms and experts. Thanks to its links with international partners, ARCHIP is entering a discussion shaped by leading figures in European architecture, urban planning and development, and is contributing its own research-based and pedagogical approach to it.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARCHIP is an internationally accredited architecture institute offering Bachelor's and Master's programmes taught entirely in English. These programmes focus on practical, project-based learning in real-world environments. Located in the heart of Prague, ARCHIP prepares students for successful careers in architecture and urban planning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical experience. This is achieved through collaboration with industry experts and participation in live projects. School leadership: Rector: Ing. arch. Regina Loukotová, PhD, Pro-rector: Ing. arch. Klára Doleželová, Student Affairs Coordinator: Gabriela Pacltová
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